Children’s Chapel-NOV. 2, 2003  created by Mary B. Collins, DRE   

UU Congregation of Danbury, CT ,  currently worshipping in the West.CT State U. Student Center 

SET UP: Children all together in Room 202 A & B which is opened into one large room.  Two tables in Room 202 B on opposite sides of the room – one for 1st-3rd, the other for 4th – 6th.   Pre-first small table will be in back of circle of chairs & altar in 202 A)

Prelude / gathering music:  (4-5 minutes) 

CD “Listening Inside” Nina Spiro (music for Native American Flute) Track # 2 Andean Visions (1:06) and Track # 3 Golden Sunrise (3:40) if needed)

Chalice Lighting:  (3-4 minutes)
Rainbow Chalice Felt board (I will ask for volunteers that morning to read and little ones to put the felt flames up)

(red) Respect the importance of all beings.

(orange) Offer fair and kind treatment to all.

(yellow) Yearn to learn throughout life.

(green) Grow by exploring ideas and values together.

(blue) Believe in your ideas and act on them.

(indigo) Insist on peace, freedom and justice for all

(violet) Value our interdependence with nature.

Song: (3 minutes)
“Open the Door” by Joyce Poley, p. 29 Let Your Heart Sing

Chorus: Open the door, Step right inside, Come into this place where love and hope will abide,   Reach out your hand, I’ll welcome you in. It’s so good to be together again.”

(Wrote on Posterboard a pictograph & some words of the first verse which I made the chorus)

Announcements:  (3 minutes)
 November is here and there are a lot of things on our community’s calendar.  The weather is getting colder, it’s getting darker earlier.   Later this morning we will help prepare for a social action project to help homeless people to better handle the cold weather.

Next Sunday, Nov. 9th  Rev. Linda will have a birthday,  as well as a special service in the afternoon called an “Installation” were we people, like the Mayor of Danbury as well as our members,  will officially welcome her to our community.    Later you will have the opportunity to make her a birthday card, and a card Thanking her for coming to be with us and telling her what you would like to do or hear from her as your minister.

We will have an Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service Nov. 23rd, which is just before your Thanksgiving vacation break (single 10 AM service). Rev. Linda & I would like your help to make some props for this but I don’t want to give it away except to say “fish”…

So after the Chapel we will go to different parts of the room to sit with children close to our age and each group will do an activity for each of these November events.

Story: (5 minutes)

The story I’m going to tell you brings up the ideas of belonging and working things out.  

There is also a character that has a hard time finding a group to be with – after the story I bet you can tell me who it is.   

It is also a “Pourquoi” (French word for why) or a Why tale – It explains something that happens in nature and comes from the Native American peoples of the Muskogee or Creek tribes who lived at one time in the southern part of the country we now call Georgia but there are other versions from different tribes such as the Ojibway and Cherokee.  A good story travels!  It’s called:  The Great Ball Game and is retold by Joseph Bruchac.

Joys & Sorrows (drop stones into water) (4-5minutes?)  this was a hit!

Now we will share a joy or sorrow that may have happened to us this week. If you would like to share please line up here and pick out a stone.  One at a time you will pass by the altar and say briefly your joy or sorrow and then drop it into the water.  Then go back to your seat.  We will be respectfully quiet by as the person telling their joy or sorrow is speaking.

Prayer:  (2 minutes)

(adaptation by Mary Collins from # 551 “Earth Teach Me” (Ute tribe of North America)   Children say “ Earth (hands over head in a circle)

      Teach (hands to ears as though listening)

                  Me (hands to heart) 

and ( DRE will add something)  then children will repeat “Earth Teach Me.” for a total of 4 times

Earth teach me 

to listen to the wisdom of all creatures, great and small.

 Earth teach me 

To give old stones my worries and cares so I can live today

Earth teach me 

to forget my fears as I share my gifts,  as melted snow forgets its life

Earth teach me

to remember kindness as dry fields weep with relief in the rain.

Music- Calypso chant (I remember it as “We come from the Mountain”) 

We will sing it and clap two times when we say the words Mountain, Water, Fire, Sky-ie, Spirit) and turn around when we sing “turn the world around.”   There are other parts to clap just once – on the word life, and after some questions -just follow my lead…

We come from the MOUNTAIN, living in the mountain 

      (clap, clap),                    (clap, clap)

    go back to the mountain, turn the world around  

    (clap, clap)        (turn around)

O-oh,  so is life,     O-oh,  so is life (repeat 2 times)

                 
      (clap once)             (clap once)  

We come from the WATER, living in the water,

      (clap, clap),                  (clap, clap)

   go back to the water, turn the world around.  



    (clap, clap)        (turn around)

Do you know who I am? (clap)  Do I know who you are? (clap)

See we one another clearly? (clap) Do we know who we are? (clap)
We come from the fire, living in the fire,



      (clap, clap),               (clap, clap)

  go back to the fire, turn the world around. 

(clap, clap)        (turn around)

O-oh so is life,             O-oh so is life (repeat 2 times)


                 (clap once)                  (clap once)  

We come from the sky–ie , living in the sky–ie

      (clap, clap),               (clap, clap)

 Go back to the sky-ie, turn the world around

(clap, clap)        (turn around)

Do you know who I am? (clap)  Do I know who you are? (clap)

See we one another clearly? (clap) Do we know who we are? (clap)
We are of the SPIRIT, living in the spirit

(clap, clap),               (clap, clap)

Only can the spirit, turn the wor…ld a-round!



(clap, clap)        (turn around)

Benediction 

And now as we end our chapel may we remember that we can learn from the earth and from all peoples and creatures to honor and love and appreciate what we have and what we can do to help.  We can make choices to act in kindness, to give what we can, of the goodness within ourselves. 

Let us go now in peace to our smaller groups. Amen.

SMALL GROUPS: Overview of activities:  Make Cards for Rev. Linda’s Birthday and Installation (what do you hope for from your minister?), make fish for Thanksgiving, prepare signs for Social Action project, decorate containers for blankets, coats, food for homeless shelter.

Plans for Pre-first  (9 AM only) – Sky Kimball

· Opening/ Check-In 

-Gather the children and bring near the small and chairs, or sit in a circle

-Take attendance – while you do this ask each child to say what animal or bird they would like to try being for a little while, if they could?  

· Reflecting
  – Act out the story of The Great Ball Game– retold by Joseph Bruchac  (If you don’t have enough children you can join in with the PRE-FIRST or 4th-6th group).  You will need CRANE, BEAR, BAT, other BIRD(s) & ANIMAL(s), and the Leader as the NARRATOR, and goal posts (marked by masking tape on the floor or two chairs < not necessary!)
1st - Everyone says either:  “Birds are Better, they have wings” or “Animals are the best, they have teeth”  (start out softly then get louder)

2nd - one person playing CRANE says “Let’s have a ball game to settle this instead of going to war about it!”

One person playing BEAR “Okay and the winner decides something the other group has to do.  Deal?”

CRANE: “Deal.”

3rd- The Birds go on one side, Animals on the other while the one person playing BAT is in the middle.

next:  BAT: (goes to Animals and says) “I have teeth.  I must be on your side.”
BEAR:  “No, that’s not fair.  You have wings so you must be a bird”

then:  BAT: (goes to Birds and says) “I have wings so take me to play on your team.”

BIRDS (laughing) “You are too little to help.  We don’t want you.”

next: BAT: (goes to BACK to the Animals and begs) “Please, let me join your team – the birds laughed at me and wouldn’t let me join them.”
BEAR: “You are not very big…but sometimes even the small ones can help.  Okay,  but let the bigger animals play first.”

then:  The teams play by tossing the ball,   then the LEADER SAYS “The sun is going down, BEAR stumbles, and suddenly BAT takes the ball from CRANE and flies over to score the winning goal.”  (tape on the floor, or between two chairs) 

& ANIMALS CHEER!  (then go to the table)

next:  BAT: You birds must leave the land for half the year (BIRDS  fly together away to their seats)   

Lastly: And BAT looks for animals to play ball & smiles – then joins the other children at the table

· Activities (give them options of which they want to do first – do both if time)

 1) Make cards for Rev. Linda

a) Happy Birthday and 

b) What do you wish Rev. Linda would do for you as your minister?

2) Make fish – cut paper in shape of fish.

· color them brightly  (kids will see them and get to take them home at the Thanksgiving service in a few weeks)

3) Color the front of cards to go with our donation of coats and blankets to the homeless shelter.

 (WHILE they are doing this you might ask them some or all of the following – wait for the children to respond & don’t “preach the answer”):

1).  Do you think the Birds and the Animals did a good job handling their disagreement?

(some good points – didn’t get worse (war) & some bad points – they bragged about being better and told Bat he couldn’t be on their team)

2) What would you tell the birds they should do instead of fly south?

3) What game do you think fish have wanted to play? (insects?)

4) Describe a time when you were COLD and what you did to warm up.

· Carrying Faith in the world –What will you do if someone wants to play with you but you are finding it hard to share?( Leader: the goal is to have the kids come up with the following: speak kindly, don’t say someone can’t play with you because they are younger (or look different).  Do the best you can to share.  If you don’t really want to – take a break and do something else.)    

 Look for a gently used, easily washed blanket or XL or XXL coat to bring next week.

· Appreciation/ Wishes - What did you like most about this day?  What do you wish we did more of? I’m glad you came!  

· SNACK – or earlier if they are hungry

Plans for 1st-3rd Graders – Lauren Shreve (9 AM), (11AM) – 

· Opening/ Check-In 

-Gather the children and bring over to the table near the door or sit in a circle

-Take attendance – while you do this ask each child to say what game they might have picked to play if they playing to decide something.   

(Native Americans were the first we to play Lacrosse, a game played with a net sewn between a Y shaped stick and a hard ball also a game with two paddles like the pictures in the book showed) 

· Reflecting
– Act out the story of The Great Ball Game– retold by Joseph Bruchac  (If you don’t have enough children you can join in with the PRE-FIRST or 4th-6th group).  You will need CRANE, BEAR, BAT, other BIRD(s) & ANIMAL(s), and the Leader as the NARRATOR, and goal posts (marked by masking tape on the floor or two chairs)
1st - Everyone says either:  “Birds are Better, they have wings” or “Animals are the best, they have teeth”  (start out softly then get louder)

2nd - one person playing CRANE says “Let’s have a ball game to settle this instead of going to war about it!”

One person playing BEAR “Okay and the winner decides something the other group has to do.  Deal?”

CRANE: “Deal.”

3rd- The Birds go on one side, Animals on the other while the one person playing BAT is in the middle.

next:  BAT: (goes to Animals and says) “I have teeth.  I must be on your side.”
BEAR:  “No, that’s not fair.  You have wings so you must be a bird”

then:  BAT: (goes to Birds and says) “I have wings so take me to play on your team.”

BIRDS (laughing) “You are too little to help.  We don’t want you.”

next: BAT: (goes to BACK to the Animals and begs) “Please, let me join your team – the birds laughed at me and wouldn’t let me join them.”

BEAR: “You are not very big…but sometimes even the small ones can help.  Okay,  but let the bigger animals play first.”

then:  The teams play by tossing the ball,   then the LEADER SAYS “The sun is going down, BEAR stumbles, and suddenly BAT takes the ball from CRANE and flies over to score the winning goal.”  (tape on the floor, or between two chairs) 

& ANIMALS CHEER!  (then go to the table)

next:  BAT: You birds must leave the land for half the year (BIRDS  fly together away to their seats)   

Lastly: And BAT looks for animals to play ball & smiles – then joins the other children at the table

· Activities (give them options of which they want to do – do all if time)

 1) Make cards for Rev. Linda
c) Happy Birthday and 

d) What do you wish Rev. Linda would do with or say to you as your minister?

2) Decorate the box for blankets – Social Action project - The box will go over in Alumni Hall to collect gently used, easily washed blankets for people in the new shelter at the First Congragational Church in Danbury.  That church and ours are part of the Association of Religious Communities (ARC) and we are trying to help people who can’t fly south, people who don’t have a home.

3) Make fish – cut paper in shape of fish.

- color them brightly  (kids will see them and get to take them home at the Thanksgiving service in a few weeks)

(WHILE they are doing the activities you might ask them some of the following):

Let the kids come up with the responses (don’t tell them the answers, the stuff in parentheses are just a guide to what I hope they get out of the question…)

1).  Do you think the Birds and the Animals did a good job handling their disagreement?
(some good points – didn’t get worse (war) & some bad points – they bragged about being better and told Bat he couldn’t be on their team)

2) What would you tell the birds they should do instead of fly south?  (Hopefully they are  using the principles of fair & kind treatment to all? Freedom? Justice?)

3) What game do you think fish might have wanted to play? (insects?)

4) Why would someone think they are better than you? (can play ball better, or are not afraid of the dark)   People are different in some ways (what they like to do and how well they do it) and the same in others (we all need love, food, shelter) and that is okay.  Bragging isn’t.

· Carrying Faith in the world – 


1) What will you do if someone is being left out of the group in the playground or being laughed at or bothered?

 (Don’t join others in saying that someone can’t play with you because they are younger (or look different etc.). Speak kindly.   Invite them to join you.  Take a break from the group. Play something else. Remember 1st Principle – Respect all)  


2) Other groups are decorating box for XL & XXL coats as well as the blankets for the people who need to stay warm at the shelter and when they are outside  - talk with your family, see if you have a blanket or large coat, in good condition, to bring next week. (you can bring a new one too if you want but it has to be one that can be washed easily)

· Appreciation/ Wishes - What did you like most about this day?  What do you wish we did more of? I’m glad you came!  Goodbye

· SNACK – or earlier if they are hungry.

EXTRA IF YOU NEED IT:  Book: The Story of the Milky Way Joseph Bruchac

Plans for 4th-6th Graders (9 AM)                                         ,Eileen Foley Straiton (11 AM)

· Opening/ Check-In 

-Gather the children and bring near the small and chairs, or sit in a circle

-Take attendance – while you do this ask each child to say what game they might have picked to play if they playing to decide something.   Native Americans were the first we to play Lacrosse, a game played with a net sewn between a Y shaped stick and a hard ball also a game with two paddles like the pictures in the book showed.  

· Reflecting– 

Act out the story of The Great Ball Game– retold by Joseph Bruchac  (If you don’t have enough children you can join in with the PRE-FIRST or 4th-6th group).  You will need CRANE, BEAR, BAT, other BIRD(s) & ANIMAL(s), and the Leader as the NARRATOR, and goal posts (marked by masking tape on the floor or two chairs)
1st - Everyone says either:  “Birds are Better, they have wings” or “Animals are the best, they have teeth”  (start out softly then get louder)

2nd - one person playing CRANE says “Let’s have a ball game to settle this instead of going to war about it!”

One person playing BEAR “Okay and the winner decides something the other group has to do.  Deal?”

CRANE: “Deal.”

3rd- The Birds go on one side, Animals on the other while the one person playing BAT is in the middle.

next:  BAT: (goes to Animals and says) “I have teeth.  I must be on your side.”
BEAR:  “No, that’s not fair.  You have wings so you must be a bird”

then:  BAT: (goes to Birds and says) “I have wings so take me to play on your team.”

BIRDS (laughing) “You are too little to help.  We don’t want you.”

next: BAT: (goes to BACK to the Animals and begs) “Please, let me join your team – the birds laughed at me and wouldn’t let me join them.”

BEAR: “You are not very big…but sometimes even the small ones can help.  Okay,  but let the bigger animals play first.”

then:  The teams play by tossing the ball,   then the LEADER SAYS “The sun is going down, BEAR stumbles, and suddenly BAT takes the ball from CRANE and flies over to score the winning goal.”  (tape on the floor, or between two chairs) 

& ANIMALS CHEER!  (then go to the table)

next:  BAT: You birds must leave the land for half the year (BIRDS  fly together away to their seats)   

Lastly: And BAT looks for animals to play ball & smiles – then joins the other children at the table

· Activities (give them options of which they want to do – do all if time)

 1) Make cards for Rev. Linda
e) Happy Birthday and 

f) What do you wish Rev. Linda would do with and talk about with you as your minister?

2) 9 AM will Make Sign to advertise the Social Action project – and attach the large envelope to the poster label it “other Donations”  (Note:  I was told we needed Extra Large & XXL sizes because often the homeless shovel snow for some money and they often layer clothes to stay warm.)

WRITE: 

SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT TO BENEFIT PEOPLE using the Association of Religious Communities (ARC) new homeless shelter, located at the First Congregational Church of Danbury, from Nov.- April.

Do you have a GENTLY USED, EASILY WASHABLE BLANKET or WINTER COAT (EXTRA LARGE or XXL) that you could wash and donate?  

Our Goal: 12 blankets and 2 to12 Winter Coats – All donations accepted through Nov. 30th)

(Monetary donations accepted toward the purchase of a new coat – put in the envelope below)

11 AM will decorate a box / basket for the coats

3) Make Fish 

– cut or trace paper in shape of fish on construction paper.

- color them brightly  (kids will see them and get to take them home if they want at the Thanksgiving service in a few weeks) can add fins etc…

- If time – staple, tape, glue, two fish by the same artist together, leave a little room for newspaper to stuff it so it puffs out a bit. Close it up all the way around.

(WHILE they are doing the activities you might ask them some of the following questions:

Let the kids come up with the responses (don’t tell them the answers, the stuff in parentheses are just a guide to what I hope they get out of the question…)

1).  What game do you think fish might have wanted to play? (insects?)

2) Do you think the Birds and the Animals did a good job handling their disagreement?
(some good points – didn’t get worse (war) & some bad points – they bragged about being better and told Bat he couldn’t be on their team)

3) Why do you think kids sometimes pick on other kids? Do kids make fun of homeless or poor people?  Have you ever stopped it? (Tell them GREAT JOB if they have!)  

4) Why would someone think they are better than you? (can play ball better, or have more stuff.   People are different in some ways (what they like to do and how well they do it, having money & jobs) and the same in others (we all need love, food, shelter) and that is okay.  Our actions as UU’s make a difference but we have to make the decision to speak up even if it’s hard.

· Carrying Faith in the world – 


1) What will you do if someone is being left out of the group in the playground or being laughed at or bothered?

 (Don’t join others in saying that someone can’t play with you because they are younger (or look different etc.). Speak kindly.   Invite them to join you.  Take a break from the group. Play something else. Remember 1st Principle – Respect all)  


2) Talk with your family, see if you have a blanket or Extra- large coat, in good condition, to bring next week. (you can bring a new one too if you want but it has to be one that can be washed easily)

· Appreciation/ Wishes - What did you like most about this day?  What do you wish we did more of? I’m glad you came!  Goodbye

· SNACK – or earlier if they are hungry.

Extra if you need it: 

Book of Native American Riddles, 

Book: Gluskabe and the 4 wishes – told by Joseph Bruchac

Book to recommend to Zoe Alexander:  Fox Song (about a Native American girl who lost her grandmother)

