Celebrating Hanukkah – living menorah
(Recruit 9 volunteers to make up your living menorah. Provide Each of the “lights” with a large felt flame attached to a dowel.  Instruct volunteers to keep flames behind their backs – The Shamus touches each of the volunteers on the head as their section is read and then they hold their flame aloft.)

About 2150 years ago Palestine was under the rule of the Syrian Empire. The Syrians destroyed the  Jewish temples and would not let the Jews practice their religion. The Syrians forced them to worship Greek gods. Judah the Maccabee led the Jewish revolt against the Syrians. When Judah defeated the Syrians and re-entered Jerusalem the temples had to be repaired, cleaned and re-dedicated. According to tradition this involved re-kindling the eternal flame. Sacred oil had to be used for the flame, but it would take eight days to prepare the oil. A small amount of oil was found hidden away in the ruins of a temple but there was only enough for one day. But, when the flame was lit it miraculously burned, not for one day, but for eight, enough time for more oil to be prepared. So it is that the Hanukkah candles are lit, an additional candle each night, for eight nights. This morning we observe Hanukkah with an adaptation of the traditional Hanukkah candle-lighting.

We begin by lighting the servant candle. It is called the “shamus” which means “to serve.” As one candle may light others and yet lose none of its own light, so may our religious exploration kindle the light of truth for many people in many times and places.

The first light is for the first cause, the ultimate ground of existence,. The source of our highest values, that which gives meaning to our lives.

The second light is the light of great religious teachers and great scriptures, from many lands and many traditions, which illuminate our paths as we search for truth and meaning in our lives.

The third light is the light of justice. No nation can long endure which is unjust to the weak. “Justice, always justice, shalt thou pursue,” was the teaching of Moses.

The fourth light is the light of mercy. Cruelty hardens our hearts and destroys relationships. “Do justice and love mercy,” was the teaching of Micah the prophet.

The fifth light is the light of holiness. When we intentionally live so as to maintain a sense of wonder and respect and act in accordance with these qualities, we can make all of life sacred.

The sixth light is the light of love. “Love does not consist in gazing at each other, but in looking outward together in the same direction.

The seventh light is the calm light of patience. Nothing can be achieved in haste.

The eighth light is the light of courage. As Moses said to Joshua, “Be strong and of good Courage.”

