First Universalist Church of Southold Serves Meal to the Homeless
The First Universalist Church of Southold (NY) will be hosting two Friday nights from November to March for the homeless on the East End of Long Island.  Last year we hosted one night a month, and this year we increased our involvement.

Maureen's Haven is an ecumenical church effort involving several church on the South and North Fork of the island.  Homeless men, women and children are invited for candlelit dinners, a home cooked breakfast and a bagged lunch.  

Guest arrive at 6 p.m. via a bus provided by Maureen's Haven.  Everyone is screened for alcohol and drug use as well as their mental state.  They are accompanied by a driver and social worker who also join us for dinner .  They are bussed back to the Riverhead area at 7 a.m.

What is so important about this program is how many people get involved.  Our older church school kids prepare many of the lunches, help serve dinner and clean up.  There are volunteers from the congregation who stay over night.  Over 3/4 of our members have taken part in this project in some way.  

Our Parish Hall turns into an indoor campground for up to 20 guests.  We have provided sleeping bags, pillows, air mattresses, toiletries and some clothing.  Special fund-raisers have occurred throughout the year to help with expenses.  All food is prepared by our members and the meals have been spectacular.  Everyone goes to bed with a full tummy.  We provide movies, newspapers and games for those who are interested, but usually it's an early night.

Some of our guests are migrant workers (specially in the spring) or just folks who can't afford two months rent, plus security for housing.  Maureen's Haven helps find jobs for most of the visitors.  Some employees of Maureen's Haven are past recipients of the program.

This has been a wonderful experience for both the congregation and our guests.
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