Involve Training

February 23-25, 2005

What:  Training for Unitarian Universalists to improve ministry to children with special needs 

Who:  Presented by Sally Patton. Based on her book, Welcoming Children with Special Needs, the purpose of Involve is to enable a cadre of religious educators, ministers and lay leaders to educate and train supporting congregants to minister to children with special challenges.  Provide through funding from the Veatch Program at Shelter Rock and the LREDA 21st Century Fund, and sponsored by the Metro NY District of the UUA. 
Time:  Wed 7pm (arrive earlier for dinner) - Fri 4pm

Cost:  Not set yet, but in the range of $140-170 per person, includes lodging and meals

Registration info will be available shortly at http://www.uumetrony.org/services/REresources.htm 

Deadline: The registration deadline for this event will be January 31 - HOWEVER - we would dearly love a preliminary count so that we could contract more accurately with the conference center.  Please email your intentions to AndreaLernerMNY@aol.com
Location: Xavier Center, Convent Station, NJ (near Morristown).  Single rooms with hall baths.

Just minutes from the center of Morristown, New Jersey, Xavier Center is convenient to Routes 24, 287, 78, 80, Garden State Parkway and NJ Turnpike, only 30 minutes from Newark International Airport, and less than a mile from the New York City train.

 

Tentative Agenda:

 

Wednesday evening, February 23

5:30-6:30 p.m. Dinner 

7:00-9:00 p.m. Registration, Introductions and Accessible Games


Thursday, February 24 - Welcoming All Children and Youth
8:00-9:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Weaving all children into the fabric
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Lunch 
1:30 to 5:30 p.m. When the children are safe and loved, we are all safe and loved 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Dinner and break
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Disability awareness
How labeling affects our treatment of children 


Friday, February 25  - Managing Diverse Needs

8:00-9:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Making religious education less like school
Multiple ways of learning and knowing 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Lunch
1:30 to 4:00 p.m. Pro-active techniques for behavior management 
Creating moments of transcendence


More info:  http://www.embracechildspirit.org/   Serving children with special needs is an immensely complicated process.  While UU churches are not social service agencies, it is critically important for religious education, pastoral care and social advocacy issues to understand the complexity and enormous challenges and stress families experience with a special needs child.  In order to provide an effective and compassionate ministry, congregations need to understand the complex spiritual, ethical and moral concerns that affect how we as a society treat children and youth with special needs. Involve will help UU religious educators, ministers and lay leaders build a welcoming ministry for all families that want to attend a UU church.  Opening our hearts and minds to serving children with special needs strengthens our commitment to the UU principle of affirming the worth and dignity of every person.  Ministering to children with differences helps us not only to be more creative about ministry to all our children but also helps us as adults to reassess or reaffirm our own beliefs.  Lessons of compassion, caring and an acceptance of differences benefit all of us, young and old. 

