UU Congregation of Central Nassau Says “Thanks” in a Special Way
I knew that I had chosen an opening hymn for our opening service, my sermon was ready and I was all set to kick off a terrific new congregational year. Suddenly I received a call and was asked to include "Come, Sing a Song with Me" a beautiful hymn by Unitarian Universalist singer and songwriter Carolyn McDade in the Order of Service.  Of course I had chosen a different opening hymn but I asked myself  "Why not?" "Sure."  Then I was asked if I could include the song early in the service. "Well…"  "OK…" 

When the service started I saw Patsy Kaplan, our Vice President, walk down the aisle. As she handed me a flower and said something to me I found myself wondering what was happening. I simply couldn't figure out why she had done that in the middle of the service. I tried to imagine what was going on. Then I recall that someone came up to me from the left side.  Whispered something. It took me what seems now like "forever" before I recognized that the entire congregation-young and old, was assembled, each with a flower in hand-for me. Hugs, kisses, smiles, tears, whispers--hopes. It all meant the world to me. You will never know. And I thank each of you who took a flower home with you in remembrance of my gratitude and my love for each of you and for this wonderful congregation. 

I learned so much from the experience. More than you will ever know. Included in the lessons were pride, joy, balance, and faith. I had a working example of shared ministry. All of this coupled with a great sense of assurance that I had made the right decision. But my greatest lesson was humility. I was humbled-deeply humbled by the great outpouring of love and appreciation. 

As we approach the season of generosity, I invite each of us, including myself, to invite grace into our hearts. When our hearts are warmed, even in a tiny way, it  is easier to warm the hearts of others with appreciation and love.

Author Denise Levertov reminds me:

"An awe so quiet I don't know when it began. A gratitude had begun to sing in me." It is with much appreciation and love that my heart sings a wholehearted "thank you". It is good to journey with each of you. We're in this together and it already promises to be a terrific year.
Submitted by

The Rev. Hope Johnson

