Report on the UUA Board of Trustees

October 2004 Meeting

From Charles Blustein Ortman,

 Metro NY District UUA Trustee
The first official gathering of the October Board meeting on Wednesday afternoon was a hymn-sing with some of the members of the panel that had put together a collection of 100 hymns that will be published to supplement our hymnal, Singing the Living Tradition.  The new hymns that we sampled were lyrically and melodically quite accessible and it was really a joy to try out some of this new material that will soon be available to our congregations.
The Board met a full day and a half early in order to undertake an antiracism, anti-oppression, multicultural training as part of our effort to become an antiracist, anti-oppression, multicultural institution.  The main focus of our training was in systems theory.  We especially explored the differences between systems theory and family systems theory.  The UUA itself, as well as many of our congregations, often function within a family systems model.  Too often this results in a focus on personalities and a failure to recognize the structural and the unspoken mission-based dynamics that are part of maintaining conscious and even unconscious maintenance of racial prioritization.
My working group, Our Association, spent a great deal of our time on Friday working with some of the youth leadership from the YRUU Steering Committee.  Recently President Bill Sinkford reported that, despite many efforts to the contrary, we are still losing many of our youth from Unitarian Universalism as they leave high school.  He also reported that fewer than 10% of Unitarian Universalist youth are involved in YRUU.  It is clear that a new strategic plan for providing ministry with and for our youth needs to be developed and implemented.  In an effort to create a consultation for that purpose YRUU leaders were invited into the conversation.  Some of the Steering Committee leadership expressed reluctance to be involved in this process and our meeting with them was an effort to assure them of both the importance of the upcoming consultation, as well as our earnestness in inviting them to be a part of it.

One of the more intriguing parts of the 3 ½-day session was a Friday evening gathering led by Moderator Gini Courter.  In it we began to explore the possibilities of approaching our board work in imaginative and creative ways that we hope will eventually lead to breaking down some of the barriers to Unitarian Universalist growth, both on national and continental levels.  We will be picking this conversation up at the January Board meeting and I’ll hope to have much more to say about it at that time.
During the Saturday and Sunday formal sessions there were many pieces of business that ranged from very interesting to… less than very interesting.  For a full report on the decisions made please go to the UUA.org web site for the full report.  There are three pieces of that business that I would bring to your attention here, though.  First, at General Assembly next summer in Dallas Texas we will begin a two-year by law change process regarding the Ministerial Fellowship Committee.  The eventual outcome of that process would have two major effects: the tracts that delineate ministerial fellowship as parish, religious education, or community based would be removed and all persons becoming Unitarian Universalist minister would be fellowshipped in one single category of ministry; a very clear set of expectations regarding the continuing education of ministers would be put in place.  Second, we heard reports on the outcome of the Kansas City public-relations campaign and engaged in conversation with the administration regarding the use of slogans such as, “The Uncommon Denomination.”  And third, more pertinent to our own district, was a vote to transfer the Dorothea Dix Unitarian Universalist Community in Trenton from the Metro New York District to the Joseph Priestley District.  Because of their geographical location, this will be much more effective and practical for the folks at Dorothea Dix.  We wish them well
And I wish all of you well.  During these very difficult last few days of the presidential campaign, there are many temptations to be less loving than we might want to be.  Whatever the outcome of the election, about half of the electorate will be pleased and the other half will be quite displeased.  Our religious task will still be to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person as well as to affirm and promote the interdependent web of existence.  I wish you great success in pursuing these lofty goals.

Until the next time…
