Rev. Jim Bridges Speaks Out

[From the New York Times Op-Ed Page, February 25, 2005. Rev. Bridges is consulting minister of the UU Congregation at Rock Tavern (NY) and the UU Fellowship of the Poconos (Stroudsburg PA)] 

To the Editor:

Wade F. Horn, an assistant secretary of health and human services, writes (letter, Feb. 23): 

“Abstinence is the only 100 percent effective means of preventing both pregnancy and S.T.D.'s. Why, then, is it such a 'scandal' that we tell our young people this simple truth?”
Telling young people that simple truth is not scandalous at all. What is scandalous is the administration's unwillingness to tell the whole truth.

To withhold facts from our youth is manipulative and verges on dishonesty. For shame.

(Rev.) Jim Bridges

Washingtonville, N.Y.

Feb. 23, 2005

