Daughters of Members of Unitarian Church in Westport Honored for Tsunami Relief Effort

Our daughters, Shrutika and Amrita were recognized for their work to help with Tsunami Relief effort at the "Annual Ambassadors Luncheon" for the U Thant Institute held June 5 The program among other things began with speeches by the Ambassadors from Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Indonesia. The focus was the regional support of communities affected by the Dec 2004 Tsunami. 

Ravi and I come from the state of Tamil Nadu in India, which was the most impacted in India by the Tsunami. We are so proud of the love, support and energy shown by our new community here to the community we left behind in India. None of this would have been possible without the stewardship of Frank Hall our minister at the UU church in Westport. 

U Thant’s vision was to promote a spirit of "one world", recognized by the fact that we are living in an interdependent world community. Inspired by this vision, he believed in the practice of the virtues of tolerance and good neighborliness as an imperative precondition of peaceful co-existence. He stated, "one need is foremost in my mind, above all others, and that is the need to educate the world’s people of their responsibilities as citizens of the world….."

U Thant, a national of Myanmar (Burma), Third Secretary General of the United Nations from 1961 to 1971, was a man of peace and a visionary. In the words of the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan: "U Thant was a quiet pioneer who led the Organization in an age of exceptional challenges and made courageous efforts to ease the tensions during the Cuban missile crisis and to bring an end to the Vietnam War. Yet, U Thant’s most enduring legacy was his focus on the sanctity of the human being and the emphasis he placed on the value and welfare of the individual as the true measure of the United Nations’ mission.". To read more see http://uthantinstitute.org.
We are moved at Amrita and Shrutika being singled out before an audience who has given life and meaning to U. Thant’s words. I am specially glad that on the occasion when Amrita and Shrutika were recognized for their work there were ambassadors from Pakistan and Sri Lanka. From conception India and Pakistan has had tensions, distrust and enmity that seems so senseless. Our personal philosophy as a family, and global citizens has been to bridge the artificial divisions of religion and political borders. Needless to say, it is entirely our pleasure and honor to have been at the U Thant Institute reception on the 5th of June. By sheer good luck Ravi's dad was also with us on that day.

Namaste,

Sudha and Ravi Sankar
