Sally Miller’s Obituary from Newsday, May 28, 2005

Sally Miller, 57, AIDS activist who ran PR firm

By Joie Tyrrell, Staff Writer

There is no doubt Sally Miller lived life to the fullest.

She raised four children.  She earned a master’s degree at age 57.  She was an AIDS activist and ran her own public relations firm.  And she was once named “Mother of the Year.”

Miller, a public relations specialist from Huntington, died May 21 after a battle against five bouts of cancers over 30 years.  Miller, 79, died at the home of one of her daughters, Wendy Slominsky, of Millersville, Pa.

“She touched so many lives, and any time anyone has said anything about Sally it was that she was an inspiration,” said another daughter, Deborah Burke, of Weston, Mass.

Miller moved to Huntington in 1947 with her husband, Merle R. Miller, who taught math at both the former Toaz Junior High School and Huntington High School.  While raising four children, Miller worked as an adult education teacher and at WGSM-AM radio.

She began her public relations firm in the early 1980s, specializing in service to Long Island public libraries, and attended college, graduating with a master’s degree in public relations / communications from Stony Brook University in 1982.  Her earlier years in New York City were spent in broadcasting at WCBS Radio, and earlier still, she was one of two young women hired to scream and rouse the crowd for Frank Sinatra during live appearances in New York early in his career.

She was awarded the prestigious John Cotton Dana award for her PR work and the 1996 Big Apple Award from PFLAG, and was accepted as a member of New York Women in Communications in 1974.

She was affiliated with the American Library Association, New York Library Association, Nassau and Suffolk library associations and the Library Public Relations Council as well as New York City Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, AIDS Interfaith Long Island and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington.

Miller was an outspoken advocate for gay rights, each year marching  in gay pride parades to support her son, and left an indelible impression on many in her crusade for AIDS awareness through her speeches and writings and on TV shows, such as “Phil Donahue” and “Sally Jesse Raphael.”  In addition, she was chosen as “Mother of the Year” on “Live with Regis and Kathie Lee” in 1995, and in 2002 was profiled on NBC’s “Life Moments” for fulfilling her lifelong dream of singing in a New York City cabaret.

“Somebody said to me, ‘She was the most civilized human being I have ever met.’  She had an absolute joy and zest for life,” her daughter Wendy said.

Her husband, to whom she was married 57 years, died in 2003.

In addition to her daughters, Miller is survived by another daughter, Laurie Farr, of London; and two grandchildren, Christina Farr and Timothy Farr, of London.  Her son, Terry, died in 1995.

Miller donated her body to the University of Pennsylvania.  A celebration of her life will be held at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 109 Brown’s Road, Huntington, at 2 p.m. on June 19.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in her memory may be made to: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington; Freedom Guide Dogs, Cassville, N.Y. (www.fredomguidedogs.org); Hospice of Lancaster County, Pa. (www.hospiceoflancaster.org); or our choice of organizations for cancer or AIDS.

