Other GA Event Opportunities

At General Assembly 2005, to be held June 23-27  in Fort Worth, Texas, you can learn how the UU Service Committee is putting  UU values into action. Exciting workshops, a great booth, and a fabulous  Annual Meeting will make this a General Assembly you won't want to  miss.

For more information about UUSC at General Assembly, visit our  website at http://www.uusc.org/ga/index.html

Tickets to our Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Luncheon, to be held in Fort Worth during  General Assembly, are still available at $25 each. Last year, we sold out.  Please order now to ensure you can join us for food, fellowship and the  latest news from UUSC on Saturday, June 25 at 11:30 a.m. in the Renaissance  Hotel's Rio Grande Room. To order your tickets, call 

800.766.5236.

Don't miss this chance to learn more about your Service Committee!
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

From the UUA's Office for Advocacy and Witness   Join President Bill Sinkford, Texas UUs, and our interfaith allies and advocacy  partners at General Assembly for a Public Witness to Abolish the Death Penalty in Texas and nationally!  We will assemble for a rally and press conference  on Saturday,  June 25th at 12:45 outside the Convention Center (at 9th and  Main Streets).  This action will follow the Saturday vote on the Statement  of Conscience for Criminal Justice and Prison Reform and provides an opportunity  for us to put our faith into action.  Our faith calls on us to work for a  moratorium on the death penalty.  As UUs we have a reverence for life, a commitment to racial justice, and an understanding that human judgment is fallible. See http://www.uua.org/programs/justice/ga05deathpenaltyrally.pdf 

for details.

Sponsoring Organizations include: Unitarian  Universalist Association, UUs for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, Amnesty  International, Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, Murder Victims  Families for Reconciliation, Social Action Committee of First Jefferson  Unitarian Universalist Church, Ft. Worth, Texas, UUs for Drug Policy  Reform, and Texas CURE (Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of  Errants). Information and advocacy opportunities will be provided.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sponsored by the UU Women & Religion will be a solo drama, Winter Wheat:  The Betrayal of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Her Woman’s Bible, written and presented by Laurie James, member of the Community Church of NY UU in Manhattan.
The drama will take place in Convention Hall, Saturday, June 25, 11:30 AM-12:45 PM, Room B, and Monday, June 27, 3:15-4:30 PM, Room 108.

In a solo drama UU actress/author Laurie James portrays Elizabeth Cady Stanton who, at the age of eighty, organized a committee of women scholars to revision the Bible in order to reveal the book’s patriarchal denigration of the female sex.  Though men had been re-translating and revising the Bible for centuries, Cady Stanton was the first woman to take on the task, thereby radically critiquing the Bible.  The Woman’s Bible, published in 1895, caused an outpouring of public and priestly criticism, a rift in the women’s rights organization, NASWA, and an angry disconnect with her best friend Susan B. Anthony.  

The arguments of the motherly and benign Stanton – she birthed seven children -- were described as “bayonet thrusts” and her words as “hot shot.”  In her NASWA resolution she claimed the Bible taught that “woman was an after-thought in the creation, her sex a misfortune, marriage a condition of subordination, and maternity a curse.”  She stated that these dogmas were contrary to the law of God.  They were “an insidious poison, sapping the vitality of our civilization, blighting woman, and, through her, paralyzing humanity.”  She asked for recognition that male and female were given equal rights over the earth, but none over each other.  

Stanton had placed herself on the cutting edge of women’s issues since 1848 when she radically advocated the vote for women at the first Woman’s Right’s Conference in Seneca Falls.  Thereafter she spoke out and worked for the rights of married women to keep their wages, property and inheritance, to earn salary equal to that of men, to retain custody of their children in divorce, to avail themselves of the right to wear pants, a fashion design called “bloomers” at the time, as well as innumerable other reforms.  Meeting Susan B. Anthony in 1852, the two of them worked together for fifty years to achieve woman’s right to the enfranchisement.  In the early years Stanton wrote the speeches and petitions while Anthony toured as speaker for the cause.  Anthony so admired Stanton that in an interview she said, “Had she possessed the privileges of a man her fame would have been world wide and she would have been the greatest person of her time.”

Laurie James is an actress/author well known in UU circles for her solo drama on Margaret Fuller, entitled Men, Women, and Margaret Fuller, which she has performed at GA several times and toured in churches, colleges and theaters throughout the world.  Three years ago she brought her original docu-drama, Roots of Rebellion, to GA with UU women ministers taking the leading roles.  For the Emerson Bicentennial she organized a panel of women scholars to converse on the influence of women in Ralph Waldo Emerson’s life, and last year the panel presentation was published in The Journal of UU History.  Most recently she has directed benefit performances of Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues at The Community Church of New York, and The UU Congregation at Shelter Rock with church members taking the roles.  James’ books are Men, Women and Margaret Fuller; Why Margaret Fuller Has Been Forgotten;  The Wit and Wisdom of Margaret Fuller; How I Got To Harvard; and Outrageous Questions, Legacy of Bronson Alcott and America’s One Room Schoolhouses. She is a member of the Community Church of New York, active in Community Women, UUWA, and UU Women & Religion.

