All About General Assembly 2005!

We Invite You to the General Assembly, A Meeting of Congregations of the UUA, June 23 - 27, 2005, Fort Worth, Texas

"General Assembly is the coming together of the delegates of our Unitarian Universalist congregations to do the business of the Association: to make real the covenant that binds us.  We want to use our time at GA to shape the direction for our future, to witness to our values, and to forge the relationships that are at the heart of our faith. We want to invite you to join us from June 23 to 27 in Fort Worth, Texas.  Make your plans now.  We need to see you in Fort Worth this June."  The Rev. William G. Sinkford, President, Unitarian Universalist Association

What's in it for me?

More than ever, your voice needs to be heard.  By sending its leadership to GA, a congregation makes an investment in itself - GA is an opportunity to give your congregation a voice in the Association. There are numerous opportunities to learn information that will benefit you and your congregation.  A myriad of workshops on topics including religious education, growing healthy and relevant congregations, leadership, stewardship and hospitality (to name but a few) will be presented. General Assembly business encompasses a wide range of issues from civil liberties and gay rights to peace and racial justice.  GA is an opportunity to share ideas and experiences in effective congregational advocacy, organizing, education, service, and public witness as well as participate in the Association's work toward inclusiveness and diversity, multiculturalism, anti-racism and anti-oppression.

In June 2003, the General Assembly of the UUA selected "Criminal Justice and Prison Reform" as the issue suggested to congregations for two years of study, action, and reflection.  The Commission on Social Witness has prepared a draft Statement of Conscience that has been placed on the final agenda of the 2005 General Assembly. "The magnitude of injustice and inequity in this system stands in stark contrast to the values that our nation - and our faith - proclaim.  We are compelled to witness this dissonance between what America proclaims for criminal justice and what America practices.  We offer an alternative moral vision of a justice system that operates in harmonious accord with our values as a community of faith."

The Final Agenda is available at http://www.uua.org/ga/business.html.

Isn't it too late?

If you haven't yet registered, you may pre-register until June 10 or register onsite in Fort Worth at the same rates.  GA registration materials are at www.uua.org/ga/reg.html.  Adult full-time registration is $305.  The Association is offering reimbursement of up to $260 to Congregational Presidents (one per congregation, see www.uua.org/ga/congpres.html for details).

For housing, first try the GA Housing Bureau at (888) 221-9425 or www.uua.org/ga/housing.html.  Even if you aren't able to find space in the GA housing block, plenty of affordable housing opportunities remain. Visit www.uua.org/ga/housing.html for more information.  

What's on the program?

Over 300 workshops, worship services, lectures and meetings are on the program.  Some of the highlights include:

The Ware Lecture will be delivered by Elaine Pagels, a preeminent figure in the theological community. Her New York Times bestseller, Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas (May 2003), focuses on religious claims to possessing the ultimate "truth."  

Pete Seeger and Friends Celebrating Our Tradition   Sing with the man who has led the musical charge for social and environmental justice over six decades; marched, spoken, sung and lived the principles that are the foundation of our faith.

Sharing Our Progressive Family Values with the World   Cognitive linguist George Lakoff , author of Don't Think of an Elephant: Know Your Values and Frame the Debate, and Moral Politics:  How Liberals and Conservatives Think, shares the most powerful "frames" through which progressive religious people can speak our own truths.

Jerusalem Women Speak: Three Faiths, One Vision   UUs for Justice in the Middle East, in collaboration with Partners for Peace, bring three women from Israel and Palestine, one Muslim, one Jew, one Christian, to speak as a panel about their fears and hopes in the midst of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Healing Earth, Healing Ourselves: Choices for a Sustainable Future   Global warming is one component of today's synergistic environmental, social, and spiritual crises. Duane Elgin articulates the extraordinary opportunities for an "evolutionary leap" to new patterns of living and relationship that are inherent in these challenges. He invites UUs to choose a future that sustains life while deepening our faith. 

More Voices, More Choices: Why We Need Media Reform   Our media system represents the antithesis of what Unitarian Universalism stands for. Instead of a diversity of voices engaged in a "free and responsible search for truth and meaning," a few multi-national conglomerates control most of what we read, see and hear. Learn from Robert McChesney how you can help change the system.

The Exonerated   This play by Jessica Blank and Erik Jensen is based on actual
interviews, court transcripts, and other documents. Actors relate true stories of wrongful convictions leading to death row and incarceration for as long as 22 years before exoneration.

The full program is available online at www.uua.org/ga/ga05/2005CompleteProgram.pdf

It's not too late to participate . . . please join us.

Visit http://www.uua.org/ga/ or call (617) 948-4209.
