Annual Program Fund
Why an Association?
Association or membership in an organization, such as our home congregation or our District or national Association, is a voluntary act. Each congregation voluntarily remains a member of our Association. But why is that so?

1) A Public Voice of and for UU values. Through our mutual support of each other and our generous contributions, we can provide the monetary assistance needed to keep our progressive faith values in the public lens. Whether in Washington DC (www.uua.org/uuawo) or through our President’s, the Reverend William Sinkford’s, public witness (www.uua.org/president/archive.html), these folks put a public face on our values when we can not be there to witness ourselves.

2) Living-Out Liberal, Progressive Faith Daily. Our public voice will be a cry in the wilderness if we do not find ways to “walk our talk” (www.uua.org/programs). Through programs such as Our Whole Lives (OWL) sexuality curriculum, supporting civil rights such as gay marriages, standing and witnessing with our friends as they stand for women’s issues, we demonstrate daily in public witness our values and our beliefs.

3) Providing Trained Professional Staff and Training for Lay Leaders. We can’t grow a UU minister on a tree, nor find our next Director of Religious Education under a plant. We rely on our association to provide that level of training, preparation and continuing education for our leaders (www.uua.org/programs/ministry or www.uua.org/cde).

4) Together we can do more than we can alone. Together we can support in our district: the eight (8) new forming congregations, the forming Young Adult ministries, the forming campus ministries, the changes to professional leadership and the changes to lay leadership. Together, we CAN do more than each one of our congregations can do by itself (www.uua.org/programs/justice and www.uua.org/uuawo).

If you are looking to make your congregation’s stewardship program stronger, please let me know and we can “do stewardship” together.

In faith and service,
Jim Sanders
Metro NY District Representative to Annual Program Fund
215-321-3343 or uujimapf@yahoo.com
