UU Mid-Atlantic Community 2005 Set For July 17-23

Unitarian Universalist Mid-Atlantic Community – the annual multi-generational UU camp, conference, and community – is scheduled for July 17-23 at De Sales University in Center Valley PA. This year’s theme speaker is the Rev. Katherine Jesch, addressing “Creating Green Sanctuaries - the Search for Hope and Healing the World”.
Rev. Jesch is the Director of Environmental Ministry for the Seventh Principle Project, an affiliate organization of the Unitarian Universalist Association, established to address environmental issues. She coordinates the Green Sanctuary Program, expanding awareness of environmental issues, connecting these issues to our faith, and translating this faith into action for environmental justice in our communities and in the world.
The Rev. Jesch is an ordained Unitarian Universalist minister. She received her Master of Divinity from Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley, California. Before entering the ministry, Rev. Jesch worked for twenty years in public land and resource planning and environmental analysis. She also has a Master of Public Administration with a specialty in environmental management.
We live in extraordinary times. With greater understanding of Earth’s systems – how they work and what affects our actions have on them – than ever before, we have the technology to build amazing things, to protect ourselves from diseases, to feed unprecedented billions of people on this Earth. Our capacities are unmatched in human history. And the flip side is that we also have the ability to destroy virtually all of life on this planet, either all at once in a grand cataclysm, or so gradually that we can remain complacent, denying the urgency and abdicating responsibility for the crisis.
Thoughtful people know that denial is not an adequate response, and that we must all take responsibility for making change. But we feel so helpless, powerless to influence the economic and political systems that allow the crisis to grow. How can our faith help us to maintain hope in a healthy future for our children? How do we remain energized and motivated to counteract the greed and corruption that threaten to unravel our life support system?
As an environmental minister focusing on individual and congregational efforts to work towards a more sustainable world, the Rev. Jesch believes that our faith is the cornerstone for creating new lifestyles and strategies that will lead us to a more hopeful future.
Using the framework of the Green Sanctuary Program, participants will experience worship and celebration that nurtures and sustains us for the work ahead. Participants will also: examine our theologies for the wisdom that contributes to healing ourselves and the Earth; explore various environmental issues, how our individual and communal lives affect those issues; and consider the environmental implications of those economic and social justice issues we struggle with in our communities and around the world.
Jim Scott in Concert

An exciting acoustic guitarist, singer, and composer of powerful music that furthers the  ideals of ecology, justice, and peace, Jim Scott makes an impact on hearts and minds across the world. From Carnegie Hall and the Newport Jazz Festival with the Paul Winter Consort; to a concert at the end of the Great Peace March with folk legends Pete Seeger and Peter Yarrow, Jim’s travels have taken him around the world.
In his years as guitarist for the Paul Winter Consort, Jim led thousands in the song "Common Ground" and his own eco-anthem, "A Song For The Earth." He was co-composer of the Consort's monumental choral work, "Missa Gaia/Earth Mass," and recorded “A Concert for the Earth” at the United Nations. 

Sponsored by a grant from the Unitarian Universalist Association, Jim has compiled, edited, and arranged an anthology of songs of ecology and peace, The Earth and Spirit Songbook. Books 1 and 2 are out now.

Jim has long been an active UU and has visited over 300 UU churches across the country, leading services, presenting concerts, and offering workshops. Three of Jim's songs are included in the new Unitarian Universalist Hymnbook, including "Gather The Spirit".  Jim has served on the board of the UU Musicians Network and was co-chair of the ecological/spiritual activist group the UU "Seventh Principle Project." The "Green Sanctuary” program for church congregations to become more environmentally conscious is the result of their work.

Snippets from reviews … His performances are "celebrations of the common humanity of all cultures - our connections with each other and the earth," as he puts it.

He has worked for several years helping develop the program for churches to become more ecologically aware and proactive.

A classically trained musician, who graduated from Eastman School of Music and Berklee College in Boston, he performed with the Paul Winter Consort for many years. "A Song for the Earth," led to invitations to perform for ecological conferences and other events.

Scott has developed a reputation as being a "UU activist," having visited more than 300 Unitarian Universalist churches, both for concerts and church services. 


One critic described Jim Scott as "a story teller and word painter accompanying his messages with striking harmonies." Pete Seeger called him "some kind of magician." Like Pete Seeger and others, he has long been known as "an activist musician" who uses his music not only to entertain, but also to advocate for environmental, peace, and social justice causes.


The Rev. Carol Haag – Minister of the Week

The Rev. Carol S. Haag, Minister of Religious Education Emerita, the Unitarian Church in Summit (NJ), will be UUMAC’s Minister of the Week. Rev. Haag retired in 2003 after 13 years of service as the religious educator at the Unitarian Church in Summit. In the 1980s she joined the peace movement as both a volunteer and on the staff of the Nuclear Dialogue Project. In 1990 she felt called to the ministry, combining employment at the Summit church  with study at Meadville/Lombard Theological School.
She has served the Metro NY District on the Scholarship Committee, on the search committee for the Program Consultant in Religious Education, and as founding president of the LREDA  chapter. She served on the LREDA continental board for five years. She is now a  member of the Murray Grove Board.
The Rev. Haag’s husband, Carl Haag, has been active in local, district and national UU organizations, including a term on the Ministerial Fellowship Committee, serving as Metro NY District President, and completing the preservation of the natural land at Murray Grove while serving on that board.

