Morristown Unitarian Fellowship Spreads the Word

A newly created PR committee for the Morristown (NJ) Unitarian Fellowship is hard at work toward the goal of making sure the Greater Morris County area knows more about our Fellowship - what we stand for, what kinds of events we hold, what our services are like, and how we help our community.  

Basing the program on some of the themes from the Uncommon Denomination campaign, they have branched out into a variety of other means of communication to make every dollar count.  

Their first step was to begin a more serious effort at getting increased mentions in local newspapers.  Helen Lippman is busy contacting papers with press releases.  And, member Janine Torsiello is working with Robin Slaw, Acting RE Director, about contributing to a religion column in one of the local papers.  

Then came the idea to print flyers listing Sunday programs to be posted in retail establishments, libraries, and other public gathering spots.  The group also plans to have a presence during public events such as concerts or forums held at the Fellowship to answer any questions from anyone interested in the congregation.  

T-shirts in the Uncommon Denomination style were printed and sold for a small profit with the proceeds to feed further programs.  "We're into our 2nd printing" says Don Preziosi, committee member.    

The website may get a new look, featuring testimonials about why some of us find the Fellowship such a rewarding place.

Depending on funding sources, we may take the plunge and run some paid advertising, using radio, billboards, or perhaps direct mail.

What inspired me to join this group was a statement made by past president Ron Corey:  "I just know there are more than 300 UUs within the Morristown community."  And I'll bet there are more UUs in your town than attend your congregation too.  

Because the NY metro market is widespread and I like the idea of leveraging our dollars, I am asking any others in the NJ region who'd like to discuss joining in the campaign to contact me at the address below.  Or, if you have other PR ideas that have worked for your congregation, and don't mind my stealing them, drop me a line.    

Toby Tyler

bill.tyler@optonline.com  
