CHALICE LIGHTER UPDATE

January 2005
Fall 2004 Call - Fourth Universalist Society - 

Under the able leadership of Mr. Ric Roberts and Ms. Kari Reynolds,  "Ambassadors" from the Fourth Universalist Society in Manhattan have responded to requests for speakers and have visited 30 of the 53 congregations within the Metro NY District.  

Ric Roberts reports on his experiences with The Chalice Lighter Campaign:  "I cannot begin to describe the feelings and emotions that swept over me while visiting the many different congregations spread across our vast district!  The "getting there" wasn't always easy, but the overall experience was well worth the effort!  I've never known such a warm welcome as I felt from everyone, and yet all the while attending to the somewhat difficult task of asking others for donations.   In total, I visited 8 area churches and had an amazing time working for the greater need of "handi-able" access to our church and construction to refit our bathrooms.  In each case I was met promptly & courteously and I always walked away from each experience with a lighter heart and a new found respect for our organization and the good work that we as Unitarian-Universalists do.  It gives one great hope, in this day of right-winged "morality" and in light of the election results, to find so many freethinking, intelligent and downright great people!  I can truly say that I am a better person as a result of my role as Chalice Lighter Coordinator and I am so grateful for the encounter."    

The Chalice Lighter program is about "UU's helping other UU's" but it is also about connecting with each other.    

   
As of January 6, 2005, $22,559 has been received from 27 congregations for the benefit of Fourth Universalist. 

   
Contributions have been received from the following congregations: Baptistown, Bellport, Beach Lake, Croton, East Brunswick, Danbury, Freeport, Garden City, Hastings-on-Hudson, Huntington, Manhasset (Shelter Rock), Manhattan All Souls, Manhattan Community, Mohegan Lake, Montclair, Newton, Orange, Pomona, Poughkeepsie, Ridgewood, Southhold, Stamford, Staten Island, Stony Brook, Stroudsburg, Summit, and Washington Crossing  

Congregations contributing over $1000 thus far include:  

Manhattan All Souls - $5,000 (an additional $5,000 has been committed) 

Huntington - $2,206

Shelter Rock - $1,578

Danbury - $1,365

Ridgewood - $1,110

Summit - $1,060

Montclair - $1,015

Congregations contributing over $5.00 per member include: 

Orange ($12.05 per member) 

Danbury ($9.96 per member)

Huntington ($7.45 per member)

Freeport ($6.42 per member) 

Newton  ($6.32 per member) 

Stroudsburg ($6.21 per member) 

Stamford ($6.15 per member)

Baptistown ($5.55 per member)

Beach Lake, PA ($5.13 per member)

     Chalice Lighter coordinators are reminded to send all contributions to us (Bill & Rickey Slezak) at 14 Marie Terrace, West Orange, NJ 07052 as soon as you have completed your Call.  Please also let us know if you have any questions (973-731-9838) or if we have omitted anyone.  

Spring 2005 Call - Flushing, New York - 

Planning has started on the Spring 2004 call for the Flushing Congregation, which will enable them to complete their Accessibility project.  Approaching their 100th anniversary, the Flushing congregation has become revitalized since the arrival of their consulting minister, the Rev. Susan Rak, with significant increase in both membership and religious education in recent years.   

This small but highly dedicated congregation has already raised about $10,000 of the $35,000 needed to provide a chair lift and to remodel the bathrooms to make them accessible.  They are looking to Chalice Lighters to help complete this project.  The suggested time frame for the Call is February 20 through March 26, 2003.  Bill Goodwin will be coordinating the visits from members of the Flushing congregation. Bill can be reached at 1-800-495-9400 or by email to: mrcourier@aol.com    Further information will be forthcoming.   

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!                             
                 
Bill and Rickey Slezak
Chalice Lighter Coordinators, Metro NY District
(973) 731-9838
"Congregations helping other congregations"
<http://uumetrony.org/services/chalicelighter.htm> 

