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Registration will begin online February 15 at www.uumetrony.org.
Achieving Change Together   For the past few years the Annual Meeting Planning Committee has been focusing on aspects of the District mission statement as our theme. Two years ago we focused on growth, last year on passion for our faith. This year’s theme – Achieving Change Together – speaks to that part of our mission statement referring to cultivating cooperation among our congregations. Think of the variety of ways we can support each other, learning from our respective experience, and creating the synergy that means that the whole is always larger than the sum of the parts. Think of the possibilities:  We can combine resources to make a greater impact on the world; or to publicize our efforts to grow; or to pull together programming efforts in ways we could not afford to do alone.  We can create cooperative training opportunities on a myriad of topics, or maximize our work in electronic communications. This year’s annual meeting will explore many of these possibilities.
Join us on April 29-30 in Stamford CT, as we come together to reconnect with UU friends from across the district; to welcome guests from afar, and to celebrate our faith and each other.  Ultimately we hope to send people home better able to connect in ways that enable us to speak to our faith with passion and to grow our faith in ways we may have not thought about previously.

Tom Stites, Keynote Speaker    If you’re a UU, chances are you’ve read an article or two by Tom Stites, Editor and Publisher of UU World magazine, which circulates to every member of every UU congregation. Stites is an accomplished journalist with more than 40 years experience at such publications as the Chicago Tribune, the New York Times, and the Kansas City Times. For the UU World, he’s written on a vast range of topics, from Jazz and UU Theology to How Corporations Became “Persons”.  Stites is also director of the UUA Communications Staff Group, which oversees all UUA print publishing except Beacon Press – including UU World, InterConnections, Skinner House Books, and the UUA Directory. As Director, he’s a member of the UUA Leadership Council and the President's Public Witness Team.

Special Friday Night Event: Divine Jazz   While working in New York, Tom Stites’ long-standing love of jazz inspired him to create Jazz Magazine, for which he served as Editor and Publisher for four years. Friday evening, Stites will lead annual meeting participants in an unusual experience of “Divine Jazz”,  exploring Unitarian Universalism through jazz.  Stites muses he may be the only person alive who has edited the magazines of both his religions!
All Congregation Choir    Imagine a choir representing all 52 Metro NY District congregations, coming together to sing at the Saturday morning worship service! Organized by Shelly Psaris and directed by Janet Hanson of the UU Fellowship at Stony Brook (NY), the first-ever Metro NY District Choir is open to all. Sign up when you register (beginning in February) and you’ll receive music in advance. The choir will rehearse earlier on Saturday morning. Contact Shelly at uushelly@yahoo.com or 631-928-7094 for further details.

Two Workshops    Participants will be able to attend two workshops this year, covering a wide range of topics: social justice, theology, accessibility, empowering youth, public relations, electronic communication, shared ministry, among many others. 
Youth Bridging Ceremony   This year’s bridging ceremony for youth will be Friday evening, encouraging greater participation by annual meeting attendees, and youth will be invited to participate more fully in the entire annual meeting.

Awards, Scholarships    Presented at the luncheon on Saturday, District Awards and Scholarships allow us to honor deserving individuals and congregations. Nominations can be submitted by visiting http://uumetrony.org/awardshonors/awards.htm.
