UU Congregation of Monmouth County to Provide Life Package – Including Boat – to Tsunami Victims

The UU Congregation of Monmouth County in Lincroft NJ (UUCMC) held two services on 1/30/05 entitled  “The Tsunami and Us.” The services were interfaith with a meditation provided by our minister, the Rev. Kathleen Hepler, and prayers and reflections offered by representatives of the Muslim, Indian, and Buddhist traditions. The centerpiece of the services were talks by Andy Krieger and his son David Krieger who have been to India since the tsunami and who have set up a relief effort called “Save the Family.” This effort will provide “life packages” to families in the fishing villages on the Indian coast ravaged by the tsunami. Save the Family provides the tools to fish and therefore helps these villagers to get back on their feet. It provides a hut, cooking utensils, a supply of food, and, most importantly, a fiberglass boat and motor and fishing nets. Theses villagers fish for a living. The life package costs $5500. The UUCMC opened their hearts and their wallets at the service and donated nearly enough for one life package. The UUCMC is keeping their UUCMC – Save the Family Relief fund open for a while. Donations can be made to the UUCMC with Save the Family in the memo line. Or donations can be made directly to the Save the Family relief effort. Check out their webpage at www.imgeemergency.com. Also you can contact Rich Held, Chair of the UUCMC Social Action Committee, at derheld@verizon.net or 732-774-3492 for more info.

