UU Fellowship of Bellport Sponsors Public Access TV Program: “The Unitarian Universalist View”
On October 3, 2004, “The Unitarian Universalist View” was broadcast for the first time on Cablevision, Channel 20, at its weekly scheduled time, 6:00PM in the Brookhaven/Hauppauge System of Long Island Cablevision.  Sponsored by Doris S. Wilk, Trustee of and novice publicist for, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Bellport, the program is an outgrowth of the effort to “get the word out” about the Bellport Fellowship and Unitarian Universalism. Seeking low cost ways to generate publicity for the Fellowship, Public Access TV emerged as a media resource heavily populated by programs focused on religion, but carrying little or no programming from the liberal religious perspective. Ms. Wilk, lacking knowledge of neither the process of obtaining program time nor the technical skills needed to produce a program, set out to learn how to obtain and fill one hour each week with the Unitarian Universalist story. That learning process resulted in formation of a group of interested people, both UU and not, who acquired and filled 13 hours of weekly progressive programming.
During the hour long, weekly program, the history of  Unitarian and Universalist beginnings, biographies of noted UUs, excerpts from the annual General Assembly, Ware lectures, and excerpts from programs produced in the past by other congregations are used to educate the public about the UU faith tradition, provide a program of interest to older members who might no longer be able to attend services, and provide a supplement to services for active members. The initial programs have been very basic, edited excerpts from videotapes:  “Fusion” hosted by Rev. David Weissbard of the Rockford, Illinois Congregation; a UUA advertising spot provided by John Hurley, Director of Information and Public Witness, UUA; the Kansas City TV spot contributed  by Tracey Robinson-Harris, Director for Congregational Services, UUA, and Diane Martin, UUA; two hours of material from the archives of the All Souls Congregation in Tulsa OK,  donated by Scott Swearingen; material contributed by the Rev. Alison Cornish, UUFB Minister, from her video collection. A logo for the end of each program was gradually developed by the volunteer editor, Richard Sackett, and added essential contact information.
Interest in the program has grown. Telephone inquiries have come from people in the community  requesting further information and the UU Fellowship of Bellport website is now included at the end of each program. Unable to accept the invitation to speak about use of Public Access at the LIAC Communications Conference in October 2004 , Ms. Wilk’s place was ably filled by  Jennifer Greene of UUFB and Brian O’Haire of the UU Society of South Suffolk. Larry Chorowski, of the Huntington UU Fellowship, will share information about Public Access at the Metro NY District Annual Meeting April 29-30, 2005. LIAC has made a grant to “The Unitarian Universalist View” to assist with program expenses. Plans for the future include participation in free training offered by Cablevision in the use of their studio equipment for filming and editing, becoming proficient in the use of a new VCR which edits, captions, and adds audio to videotapes, and original taping of services and special programs at UUFB for presentation on “The Unitarian Universalist View.” 
