2005 Nominees Presented by the District Nominating Committee
The Nominating  Committee of the Metro NY District (Jim Bridges, Michael Commando, Ruth Tomlinson, Holly Bussey, Fran Mercer) presents the following nominees for the slate at the 2005 District Annual Meeting, April 29-30, 2005.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President

Jerry Muntz (Unitarian Church in Summit (NJ))   Jerry Muntz is Senior Planned Giving Officer for the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation at its national office in New York City.  He joined the national staff of the ACLU Foundation in September 2002, after spending over twenty years in private law practice in New York.
Jerry holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Vanderbilt University and a Juris Doctor degree from Harvard Law School.  He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa.

In addition to his legal work, Jerry recently served for three years as president of the board of trustees of The Unitarian Church in Summit, New Jersey.  Previously, he was chairman of the church’s social action committee and a member of its finance committee. Currently, he serves on the board of trustees of Summit Helping Its People, Inc., a community-based not for profit organization whose mission is to intervene on behalf of persons at risk of becoming homeless.  Jerry completed the 1998 and 1999 Boston to New York AIDS Rides and the 2001 Canada to U.S. AIDS Ride from Montreal to Portland, Maine.

Trustees (2 year terms 2005-2007) 

Kim Andersen (Unitarian Society, A UU Congregation, East Brunswick NJ)   Kim is seeking re-election to the NY Metro Board where she currently has served for the past year. Kim has been president of her home congregation and was instrumental in bringing her congregation up to full Annual Program Fund Honor status, effected a name change for the congregation and was instrumental in the “Cash-in-Basket” program (donating 100% of Sunday plate collection to outreach).

Kim is an auditor for Perfectway Corporation and was president of the Board for Philomusica where she currently is a professional singer. In addition, Kim is the lead singer for the band Glass Planet. She is married and has two children.

Richard M. Bock (UU Congregation at Shelter Rock, Manhasset NY)   Richard Bock is seeking re-election to the NY Metro Board, where he’s currently served for the past two years. Along with his Metro Board activities, Richard is the president of his home congregation where he’s been a member for 44 years, on the Veatch Board of Governors and sings in the choir. He is an accomplished musician and music director of Showtime Productions.

Richard is a retired from the Manhasset Public School system where he taught music as well as directing Summer School Programs. He also was Acting Assistant Principal. He is married to Claire Z. Bock and has two grown sons and three grown daughters, along with seven grandchildren.

Rev. David Bryce (First Unitarian Society of Westchester, Hastings-On-Hudson NY)   David has been in the Metro District for 45 years, and with his present congregation for 12.  He’s currently on the District By-Laws Review Committee and a member of the Metro NY Minister’s Association (MNYMA). He’s served on the District Ad Hoc Ministry and was also on the Search Committee for District Program Staff. Other involvement includes social action, Youth Adult Council, President of Metropolitan Area Federation, LRY.

Ted Fetter (UU Congregation of Princeton (NJ))   Ted has been a member of the Princeton Congregation since 1984 and has had a number of leadership positions including the Board of Trustees (4 different positions including President), chair of the Ministerial Search Committee and the Spring Auction.  Additionally, Ted has been on his congregation’s Nominating Committee as well as the Committee of Ministry and has been a leader in an interfaith antiracism group in Princeton.

Ted has served on the Murray Grove Board for nine years including being president of that Board. He’s also been a part of the Metro District’s by-law committee 2000-2001.

John Hawkins (First Unitarian Society of Plainfield (NJ))   John is a member of the First Unitarian Society of Plainfield, NJ, where he is active in church governance as well as the choir and music program. A past president of the congregation and currently chair of the Strategic Planning committee, John writes a monthly newsletter column titled “How Church Works.” John is a chorus member of the Little Opera Company of New Jersey, writes poetry, and fences with the Westfield Fencing Club. He is married to Karen Lavroff Hawkins and has two children, Rachel (17) and Nick (14). 

Kirsten Henrickson (Unitarian Society of Ridgewood (NJ))   Kim is seeking re-election to the NY Metro Board, where she’s currently served for the past two years. She is presently the Secretary of the District Board. At her home congregation, where she’s been a member for 31 years, she is Chair of the Intern Committee, a member of the Nominating Committee, facilitator in small group ministry and member of the Peace and Justice Committee.  She is a founding member of New Jersey Promise the Children Network (UUSC Affiliation)

Rev. Susan Rak (UU Church of Flushing (NY))   Susan is Consulting Minister at the UU Church of Flushing (congregation name to change this spring to UU Congregation of Queens pending merging with Hollis (NY)UU Congregation). Although Susan has only been in this district for 1 ½ years, she’s been part of our faith and quite active since 1981 in a variety of capacities. In the Joseph Priestly District she was Director of Religious Education, Interim Associate Minister in several congregations and  District Field Staff and Program Consultant .  She’s been part of Anti-racism Teams and served on Religious Education Committees in Clara Barton, Joseph Priestly and Saint Lawrence Districts.

NOTE: If elected, the preceding will  join the following board members continuing their two-term that end in 2006: Doug Ford, Linda Hudson, Marilyn Mehr, Nancy Ruckes, Toby Tyler

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Rev. Jim Bridges, Chair (UU Congregation at Rock Tavern (NY) and UU Fellowship of the Poconos, Stroudsburg PA)   Jim is seeking to return to the Nominating Committee again. He Minister and Consulting Minister for two congregations: Rock Tavern and the UU Fellowship of the Poconos in Stroudsburg, PA. He is also a member of the District Bylaws Committee and  Growth & Extension Committee.  He’s served on the Metro District Board in the capacity of Trustee, Vice President,  and Secretary. Jim is also  the Northern Area Council President  and a member of the UUMA Metro NY Chapter. He’s also served on the Unilead Board. 

Jim is married and spends a lot of time on the road and loves his work!

Holly Bussey (UU Church at Washington Crossing, Titusville NJ)   Holly is seeking re-election to the Nominating committee. She was active in the Princeton congregation’s choir for a year before joining the Washington Crossing’s congregation (closer to home) in 1990.  Since then, she’s been active in the congregation chairing and serving on many committees including, but not limited to Denominational Affairs, Building and Renovations, Fundraising, Aesthetics, Worship Associates. She is a certified OWL instructor and a member of the choir.  She was a member of the NY Metro District Board for five years, the last two as Vice President and is past chair of the Growth and Extension Committee.

She lives in Yardley, Pennsylvania with her husband Jim Sanders (who is APF Chair for the District)…both admitted GA “Junkies.”

Eddie Hadden (UU Congregation of the Palisades, Englewood NJ)   Eddie has been an active UU for many years at both the District and congregational level. He is currently a RE teacher. Previous involvement includes: Vice chair of his congregation’s Board, Chair of the Space and Facilities Committee. He was a member of the NY Metro District Board of Trustees and has served on the District Anti-Racism and Diversity Committee.  Eddie is currently a member of the UU Funding Panel for Social Responsibility and a lecturer on Reparations for Slavery. 

Shelly Psaris (UU Fellowship at Stony Brook (NY))   Shelly is active in our denomination in many capacities. In her congregation, she is Chair of Denominational Affairs and a Worship Assistant. She has been a member of the nominating committee, RE Committee and has served on the Stony Brook Board of Directors. At the district level she is currently on the Planning Committee for the District Annual Meeting. Her other activities include Secretary to the Long Island Council and she’s been active in Habitat for Humanity. 

Frances Sink (Unitarian Church in Westport (CT))   Frances has been a member of Westport congregation since 1994. She is completing her sixth year on her congregation’s Board of Trustees, having served three years as Vice-Chair and the last two as Chair. She’s been involved as an RE teacher and is a choir member. In 2003, she visited Westport’s Partner Church in Transylvania with the Chamber Choir. Frances has also served on the membership committee, and Safe Congregations Committee. Over the past two years, she has attended Metro NY District meetings and workshops and last year attended her first, but certainly not her last, General Assembly.

Frances is a trained clinical psychologist and she is passionate about her UU faith. She lives in Wilton, CT with her husband Victor Olsen and son Peter who is in the Youth Group.
