UU Women’s Association Fall Weekend Renewal: One to Remember
The Fall Weekend Renewal sponsored by UU Women’s Association and the Metro NY District UU Women & Religion Committee has proven to be one to be remembered.  The theme, “The Vagina Dialogues,” was termed from the humorous and poignant play by Eve Ensler, “The Vagina Monologues,” which recently appeared Off-Broadway with rotating celebrity actresses such as Jane Fonda and Whoopie Goldberg.  The weekend was held Nov. 12-14 at St. Josephat's Retreat House in Glen Cove, Long Island, New York.

Also celebrated were innovative artists Georgia O’Keeffe and Judy Chicago.  O’Keeffe, in the mid-twentieth century, painted flowers, animal bones, and landscapes which caused controversy because some interpreted them as highly sexual.  The contemporary Chicago, with a committee, initiated the fabulous exhibit known as “The Dinner Party” which consisted of painted vagina designs of historic women such as Emily Dickinson on dinner plates and table settings.  

The highlight of the program was the circle reading of “The Vagina Monologues,” led by actress/playwright Laurie James, with participants taking the various roles, followed by discussion.  Most participants had seen the Off-Broadway production, yet most agreed that, although no one was a professional actress, the sit-down reading was even more meaningful because they could hear the words and at the same time silently follow the script.

In addition, a hands-on craft workshop, led by exhibiting artist Reena Kondo, featured the opportunity to emulate the work of Judy Chicago by expressing feelings through creating vagina dinner settings on paper plates and mats with materials such as magazine pictures, sequins, feathers, jewelry, etc.  This was followed by a show-and-tell discussion which revealed diverse personalities and individuality.

The weekend was rounded out with satirical and topical song writer Rachel Stone singing about baby boomer experiences and social and political issues.  A unique worship service emphasized women’s lives, and the film “Signs of Our Time,” accentuated the discoveries of ancient female icons by archeologist Marija Gimbutus. 
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