The Giving Network of the UU Congregation of Somerset Hills
Receives Diversity Award

The Giving Network (TGN), an outreach program of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Somerset Hills (UUCSH), received this year’s Somerset County Diversity Coalition Diversity Award. The award was presented at the Coalition’s Annual Thanksgiving Dinner held on November 18.

TGN was formed in 1999 in direct response to the needs of those families in Bound Brook and Manville most impacted by Hurricane Floyd. These families from diverse background, many having left their countries to come to the United States for a better life, suddenly found themselves literally with nothing and with no one. Members of the UUCSH saw an overwhelming need and a group of them responded to it by creating TGN to meet those needs. These individuals literally went door to door, asking families what they needed, from food to clothes to beds. Whatever the need, TGN went about meeting it, initially by soliciting the congregation but very soon by extending its reach into networking relationships with greater the 30 local non-profit organizations.

The aftermath of the hurricane is behind us and yet the need remains. TGN continues to work one-on-one with families and individuals in these communities and beyond, and to expand its impact, accepting 600 donations and meeting the needs of 300 families per year. We congratulate TGN on its Diversity Award and thank them for their continuing good works in our community. 
