UU Fellowship of Huntington Covenants for Excellence in Religious Education

Nikki Willard, President of the UU Fellowship of Huntington (NY), led a congregational celebration on February 20, 2005, to honor the Covenant the congregation made with their religious educator, Carolyn Freud.  In part, she reflected, “This Covenant is a very special document.  To me, what makes it extra special, and what makes it a very valid document is a result of the process we went through this weekend to develop it.  It didn’t just come from the RE Committee.  It didn’t just come from the Board.  It didn’t just come from the DRE.  It didn’t just come from the Minister.  Rather, it came from all of us working together.  We truly represented the entire congregation in the development of this document.  Thus, as we read this covenant together, and it is a responsive reading, I think we are not just reading words, but reading a promise that we, as a congregation really want to see come to life.  This is very exciting.”
Covenant

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington

and

Director of Religious Education Carolyn Freud

Because we affirm the importance of Lifespan Religious Education which honors the history and traditions of Unitarian Universalism and this Fellowship, we will strive…

· As individuals to live life consciously with open eyes, compassionate hearts, discerning minds and questing spirits, to nurture our inner selves and express our uniqueness.

· As a community, to value, support and develop our intergenerational community, by learning and living our UU Principles.

· As individuals and as a Fellowship in the larger community, to work toward justice, peace, and care for our earth, by translating our core UU values into action in the larger community.

Congregation:  In order to support this vision, we as a congregation covenant to:

· Envision and implement intentional and lifelong learning programs for all ages.

· Commit to broadening intergenerational connections and family participation.

· Be generous of spirit and resources in support of the Master Plan process to enhance our space.

· Redefine ourselves and live as a multigenerational community.

· Support faith development through innovative programming, and expanding the involvement of all ages in social justice.

Carolyn:  In order to support this vision, I will work with the Religious Education Committee to imagine new and different ways to:

· Provide learning experiences outside the Sunday classroom.

· Bring together people of all ages to develop meaningful relationships, both within and beyond our walls.

· Provide the congregation with a vision of a vital youth program with paid support.

I will pursue Credentialing for Excellence in Religious Education in order to enhance my own professional growth as well as the Fellowship’s RE Program.

· Maintain an open dialogue with the Religious Education Committee and the congregation to continuously evaluate the mission and programming for Religious Education.

· Act as a resource, advisor and liaison to all aspects of the RE program.

Congregation and Rev. Paul Ratzlaff:  We will support our Director of Religious Education, Carolyn Freud, in accordance with our philosophy of shared ministry, providing our DRE with a proactive, vital Religious Education Committee, adequate financial resources, volunteers, and opportunities for personal and professional growth.

We will honor her time for renewal and self-care.

